Name:  ___________________________________________________________
Of Mice and Men Formal Essay
100 points

Writing Situation: In literature, authors use the literary device of theme to convey an idea or belief to their readers. Authors use themes within their books to send a message to the readers about many different and usually controversial topics that plague society. 

Writing Directions:  In Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck uses the theme of discrimination throughout the book to illustrate the injustices inflicted upon people with mental and physical disabilities, women, the elderly and people of different races or ethnicities.  In a multi-paragraph essay, describe how Steinbeck portrays this theme through three different characters. Finally, explain why Steinbeck possibly included this theme in Of Mice and Men.
OR

Writing Directions:  In Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck uses many different themes throughout the book to illustrate his frustrations with society.  In a multi-paragraph essay, choose three themes and describe how Steinbeck uses these themes to show his dismay for the way people acted and treated one another during this time. Finally, explain why Steinbeck possibly included these themes in Of Mice and Men.

Essay Outline:
Don’t Forget: The formatting requirements such as double spacing, 12 point Times New Roman font, etc. Since this is a literature based essay, students will need to write in 3rd person Point of View and use Present Tense Verbs.  As with all essays, careful editing and proofreading for spelling and grammatical errors needs to occur before the essay is submitted for a grade. And of course, casual language is not allowed!  (All of the above rules and requirements are not to be followed when student need to include a direct quote from the novel for their Concrete Details or Grabbers.)
